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Vision Statement

It is the Vision of the Town of West Boylston to make West Boylston the most ideal place
in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts to live, work, recreate, worship and raise a

Jfamily.

Mission Statement

It is the mission of government of West Boylston to provide all of its citizens with the
greatest possible spectrum of basic services, directed at publicly expressed community
needs, at the least possible cost. This includes providing a wide range of high quality
constituent service to the citizens of the community, continually support a strong
economic base for the community, and continuing to work in the best long-term interests
of the community while working as a feam.




Community Profile

West Boylston, incorporated in 1808, and
abutting Worcester, flourished through the
19th century as an industrial center, with
cotton mills, a scythe factory and boot
finishing shops. In 1896, the Metropolitan
District Commission chose the south branch
of the Nashua River as the storage site for
Boston's water supply and the fate of West
Boylston, and several other towns, was
changed forever.

In 1897, the MDC evicted 1,700 West
Boylstonites who lived near the town's center
and began razing 6 mills, 8 schools, 4
churches, one hotel and 360 homes to prepare
for the 65 billion gallon reservoir. The entire Beaman Graveyard was moved to the center
of town. Buildings, some still in use today, were dragged through the streets. The old
stone Baptist Church, built in 1892 and recently restored by the West Boylston Historical
Commission is all of the old center that remains in its original place. Away from Route
12, West Boylston is dotted with well-kept sub-divisions.

Most of West Boylston's residents work in Worcester or Worcester County, but I-190
passes through town giving easy access to Routes 9, 20, I-90 and 1-495 and Boston is just
40 miles away. Being a suburb of Worcester means casy access {0 the city's cultural and
commercial features.

Some town residents say that West Boylston is the best of both worlds because it is a
non-urban environment just a stone's throw from the city. The excellent school system,
under a school choice program, has students from other communities enrolled from
kindergarten through grade 12.

West Boylston is located in Central Massachusetts, bordered by Worcester and
Shrewsbury on the south, Holden on the west, Sterling on the north, and Boylston and the
Wachusett Reservoir on the east. West Boylston is about 7 miles north of Worcester, 18
miles south of Fitchburg, 41 miles west of Boston, and 185 miles from New York City.

Narrative compiled by the Massachusetts Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD).
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To: Honorable Members of the Board of Selectmen
Members of the Finance Committee
Citizens of the Town of West Boylston
From: Leon A. Gaumond Jr., Town Administrator
Re: FY09 Budget Message

Introduction

In accordance with the requirements of the Massachusetts General Laws and Chapter 23
of the Acts of 1995 (An Act Establishing a Board of Selectmen-Town Administrator
Form of Government in the Town of the West Boylston), I am proud to submit West
Boylston’s proposed Fiscal Year 2009 Operating and Capital Budgets.

This year, the Board of Selectmen voted to utilize significant non-recurring funds to help
balance the budget. Having said that, there are still reduced services in many Town and
School lines placing strain on the Council on Aging, the Library, the Building
Department and many others as well. The proposed budgets before you are balanced to
the extent that the expenditures do not exceed the current revenue projections. However,
in order to accomplish this balance, town departments will continue to struggle to provide
level services to the Town and in some cases will see greatly reduced services to the
Town. As I have said many times in the last couple of budget cycles, the West Boylston
budget process has largely succeeded by reducing discretionary program expenditures
and relying heavily on the Town’s free cash to balance our budget. I once again
commend the Town Department Managers and the Board of Selectmen for their
conservative approach to recent budgets. Sadly, due to the grim financial outlook for the
Town at this point, the Town must continue in this approach and is likely to continue for
many years to come without significant changes in the budget cycles to come.

Financial Outlook

Last year I said that I was becoming pessimistic about the economic condition in the
State. Sadly, this has been the case. It appears that the state will struggle to meet many
of its revenue projections and there does not appear to be any relief on the horizon for
additional municipal aid. The state still faces a structural deficit that it must address
before offering any assistance to cities and towns.

As in the past couple of years, the Town’s focus must continue to be upon those areas of
revenues and expenditures that are discretionary in nature. Unfortunately, there are few







